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REF:    413-Performance
Police Performance Figures Continue to Improve
Bedfordshire Police Authority’s Performance Committee met this week to scrutinise police performance to the end of the third quarter (31st December 08).  The figures reveal that the upward trend in performance evidenced over the last year is being sustained.  This follows a significant investment from the Police Authority to fund these improvements in its budget last year.
Committee members noted that overall crime is down by 11%, equating to 4,247 fewer victims of crime compared to the previous year.  Key figures highlighted for the period include:

· Robbery – down 12% (109 fewer crimes)
· Theft of a Motor Vehicle – down 18% (222 fewer crimes)

· Theft from a Motor Vehicle –  down 18%  (894 fewer crimes)

· Domestic burglary – down 8% ((267 fewer crimes)

· Criminal Damage – down 12% (931 fewer crimes)

Members noted that proactive initiatives to target drugs offenders have led to a 20% rise in the number of offences – accompanied by an increase in the number of detections from 83% to 91% in this area.  
Overall detections, previously an area of concern, have risen from 22% to 26% compared to the same period the year before.  Members were pleased to hear that the trend for detections remains positive, with further improvements expected.  Bedfordshire’s performance in terms of detections is now closer to the average for its Most Similar Forces (MSF).
Chair of the Performance Committee, Cllr Brian Spurr, said that performance continues to move in the right direction.  “These figures show that real progress has been made in the fight against crime,” he said after the meeting.  “The Authority’s decision to approve a budget providing more resources to fund improvements is really showing benefits.  I’m aware also that an awful lot of hard work has led to this performance report making a lot better reading than it was a year ago.

“However, no-one, either in the Force or the Authority, is complacent and we know that there will be increasing challenges to face as a result of the economic downturn.  We urge people not to turn to crime in a bid to beat the credit crunch.”
Members also discussed the anti-drink driving campaign over the Christmas period, which saw 1116 breath tests carried out in the month long crack-down, with 114 people either over the legal limit or refusing to provide a test.  There was concern that 53 of those were under 25 year old drivers.  

“Drink driving can never be acceptable,” said Cllr Spurr, “and it is disappointing to see that younger drivers are not heeding the warnings.”  
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