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PRESS INFORMATION
DATE:  23rd January 2009
REF:     Budget Survey

Question time for Police Authority
Bedfordshire Police Authority is urging individuals and business representatives to log on to its website to give their views on local policing.

As the Authority considers the budget for the coming year it is keen to know what local people feel about the area in which they live, what concerns them and what their priorities are, to enable it to assess the impact on police service demand.
The survey, which will also form part of the Authority’s county wide consultation with a 5000 strong panel of local people across Bedfordshire, asks whether people feel safe where they live, whether anti-social behaviour affects them in their area and whether they are aware of their local Safer Neighbourhood Teams.  It concludes with questions relating to finance and the policing element of the council tax, asking whether people feel an increase of 8-13p a week would be reasonable.
The responses will be taken into account when the Authority sets the budget and the policing precept in mid-February.

Chair of the Police Authority, Peter Conniff, said:  “We need to know what people feel is important to them so that we can prioritise our spending plans to try and meet their expectations.  We can only do this if they tell us, so we hope that as many people as possible will take this opportunity to ‘have their say’.
“We are also keen to see if the improvements in performance are reflected in peoples’ feelings of safety and satisfaction in the service they are receiving.”

The survey can be accessed by logging on to www.bedfordshirepoliceauthority.co.uk or if anyone would like a hard copy they can telephone the Authority on 01234 842066.  The survey can then be returned using the Authority’s Freepost address.
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