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PRESS STATEMENT
Date:  13th February 2009
Court of Appeal Upholds Decision in Police Authority’s Favour
Bedfordshire Police Authority has announced that the Court of Appeal has upheld the High Court’s ruling that the Authority’s insurers are liable if compensation is payable by the Authority under the Riot (Damages) Act 1886 following the disturbance at Yarl’s Wood Detention Centre in 2002.
Following the incident, Bedfordshire Police Authority received a claim from the owners of Yarl’s Wood Detention Centre in Bedfordshire and their insurers, using the Riot (Damages) Act 1886. Under the Act a Police Authority is under obligation to pay compensation for damage to property caused during a riot.   

The Authority’s excess insurers refused to indemnify Bedfordshire Police Authority for such losses, maintaining that such claims were not covered under the excess public liability insurance policy.   The High Court case ruled in favour of Bedfordshire Police Authority in June 2008.  The insurers appealed, questioning whether the Police Authority’s obligation to pay compensation under the Act is covered by the ‘liable to pay as damages’ provision in its public liability insurance policy.  

Upholding the original decision, the Court of Appeal clarified that while the Act uses the word ‘compensation’, this was not a different concept from payment of damages.  

Chair of the Police Authority, Peter Conniff, said that he was pleased to see that the original decision had been upheld by the Court of Appeal.  “Following this seven year legal process, I welcome the fact the Court of Appeal has clarified the situation.  The outcome is good news for us and provides clarification for other authorities which may find themselves in a similar position.”
Later in 2008 (October) it was announced that the High Court had also ruled that Group 4 and their insurers are not entitled to receive compensation from the Police Authority for the damages resulting from the disturbance.  The claimants (Group 4 and their insurers) have appealed this decision and this will be heard by the Court of Appeal later this year.
Peter Conniff concluded:  “So far, so good.  We have now been successful in three court hearings, which is very welcome indeed.  Obviously we need to wait for the outcome of the Appeal later this year before we can finally confirm that the Authority is not liable to pay compensation to Group 4 but we are very pleased with the way things have gone to date.”
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