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PRESS INFORMATION
DATE:
13th February 2009
REF:
415 Budget
Authority Sets Prudent Police Budget
Bedfordshire Police Authority met today (13th February) to set the annual budget for policing in Bedfordshire and Luton and thereby agree the policing precept (the part of the council tax that goes towards policing) for the year 2009-10.
In setting the overall budget at £99.507M, an increase of £3.451M over last year, the Authority took into account the need to protect last year’s investment to facilitate performance improvements and aimed to balance that need with the pressures imposed by the current economic climate.

The decision means that the average household (a Band D property) will pay a total of £140.56 a year towards policing.  This represents an annual increase of 3.9% (£5.48) on the precept, less than 11p per week. 

Chair of the Police Authority, Peter Conniff, said that the Authority’s overriding concern had been to approve a budget that protected frontline officer numbers.  “This budget allows for an additional 20 police staff, which will help us keep our officers where the public want them – in the communities,” he said.  
“However, we were also keen not to put further pressure on taxpayers, who are already facing some very tough challenges in the economic climate.  This budget will enable the force to continue to develop its capability to address Serious and Organised Crime and further improve the delivery of Neighbourhood Policing. 
“Our consultation with local people has shown us that they feel that these are two priority areas of police work in which they would like to see further investment.  We have taken this into consideration when setting the budget and preparing our Annual Policing Plan for the coming year.”

Local people were also asked whether or not they felt an increase of between 8-13p per week was reasonable.  The majority (58%) agreed that this was a reasonable amount.  
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It should be noted that the while the average cost per household for policing is £140.56 per annum, this amount varies depending on the banding of properties as shown below:




    £ 
Band A 

  93.71

Band B

109.32

Band C

124.94

Band D*

140.56

Band E

171.80

Band F

203.03

Band G

234.27

Band H

281.12

- Ends - 
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