Being Stopped and Searched by the Police 

Being stopped by the police is not the same as being arrested and it doesn't necessarily mean that they think you've done something wrong. They could be asking you for help or checking if you've seen anything suspicious happening in the last few minutes.  Police will however need to stop and search people where they have a reason to do so.


What is Stop and Search?

One of the tools that the police sometimes use to fight crime and protect the public is ‘stop and search’. This means that police officers may ask what you are doing in a particular area and search you if they suspect you may be carrying drugs, items used to commit crime, weapons etc.

On very rare occasions, when a senior police officer thinks serious violence may occur, police can search persons without having a specific reason to suspect them.

The police should not stop and search you because of the way you look unless you fit the description of someone who's suspected of committing a crime.  If you think you were treated differently because of your race, age, sexual orientation, religion/belief or other characteristic, you can complain to Bedfordshire Police here.

 
If you are stopped and searched by the police you have certain rights.

The officer must:

· Tell you why you are going to be searched
· Must explain the law under which you are being searched
· Fill out a form outlining the reason for stopping you, the outcome of the stop and search and their name, and offer you a copy.
Up until 2010 Police Officers and Community Support Officers complete a record simply when asking a person to account for their behaviour but not searching them.  Records now only need to be completed if you are searched.  You should always be given the name and station of the police officer searching you.  Police Officers where unique identification numbers on their shoulders or front and you will also see this number on the record you are given.
If you are going to be searched in a public place you may be asked to empty your pockets, open your bag or take off your coat so they can make sure you're not hiding any weapons or stolen goods.  You should not be asked to remove further items of clothing, but if the constable believes you are concealing items under your clothes she / he can use powers to detain you to search you further in a more private place, such as at a police station.

You should always be treated fairly and with respect, and if you feel this has not happened you are entitled to complain.  Under normal circumstances the officer searching you will be of the same sex.

What Should I Do?

You don't have to give your name, address or date of birth to the police if you're stopped and searched unless you're being reported for an offence.  It is advised that when asked, you describe your ethnicity.  This allows the police and the public to monitor how ‘stop and search’ is being used.

Find out more about Stop and Search by downloading this leaflet (55k PDF file). 
