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8th May 2008: Police Performance Improving 

The emerging trend for improvements in Police performance was welcomed by Bedfordshire Police Authority's Performance Committee yesterday (Wednesday 7th May) as it considered the end of year performance report for 2007-08.

The Committee scrutinised all areas of Police activity, looking for any welcome or unwelcome fluctuations in the Force's performance over the last twelve months. Members were pleased to see the reduction in overall crime, meaning that there were 5962 fewer crimes recorded in Bedfordshire and Luton during 2007-08. 

Members were particularly pleased to see that the improvements witnessed over the last six months in terms of crimes detected* have been sustained and are being improved upon still further. The figure has risen from 18% in 2006-07 to 22% overall in 2007-08. However, it was stressed that the current monthly figure is 26% and rising, illustrating how the acknowledged problems in the early part of 2007 impacted on the annual figure.

Key figures of interest include:

All crime down 10% to 51325 recorded crimes, equating to nearly 6000 fewer victims of crime.
Violent crime down 15% to 9238 recorded crimes, meaning 1675 fewer victims
Robbery down by 7% (78 fewer crimes) 
Vehicle theft down by 10% (188 fewer crimes)
Theft from a vehicle down by 6% (395 fewer crimes)

However, they noted with concern the 27% rise in the number of house burglaries, which have gone from 3560 last year, to 4506 in the year ending March 31st 2008.

Chair of the Performance Committee, Brian Spurr commented: We are cautiously pleased to see these results, which show that the processes put in place over the last year are beginning to pay dividends in terms of improvements. 

However, we accept that there are still challenges to be overcome, particularly in terms of addressing house burglary and we will continue to watch progress in this area very closely indeed.

No-one is complacent about our position and we know that the Force will continue its work to bring about further improvements. The upward trend we have witnessed over the last six months has been welcomed and a great many people have worked tremendously hard to achieve this.

Deputy Chief Constable, Martin Stuart, added: We have made good improvements over the last six months, thanks to the dedication of our staff, and continue to work hard to improve our service. We are not complacent and are focused on tackling burglary with the help of the public.


Media Enquiries: Sallie Blair Better Times 01283 821012

* These are sanction detections. Sanction detections are charges/summonses, cautions, offences taken into consideration, penalty notices for disorder and formal warnings for cannabis possession.
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