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8th February 2008: Police Authority to Consider Police Budget 

Bedfordshire Police Authority will consider the budget and therefore the Council Tax precept for policing Bedfordshire and Luton in 2008-2009 when it meets next Friday (15th February, 2008). 

The Authority will debate whether or not to increase the policing precept by 9.6 per cent. This would still leave it some 9 -10 per cent below the national average. If agreed, the increase will be used to fund performance improvements in relation to local policing, including an increase in the number of police officers and police staff.

Following the Government's changes to the funding formula in 2005, when Bedfordshire's annual police grant was reduced by £3.8m, the Authority is now debating whether to seek a one-off investment from local tax-payers (the only flexible element of Police Authority funding) to try and redress the balance. Currently Bedfordshire's policing precept is substantially lower than the national average.

Peter Conniff, Chair of the Police Authority explained that consultation had shown that local people are willing to invest in policing. Recent consultation shows that 66 per cent of householders are willing to see the part of the council tax paid towards policing rise by over 11 per cent.

While that would be nice, we will only be considering a rise of 9.6 per cent, which equates to 23p per week for a Band D property.

The police funding world works in percentages, which is not favourable to a force with a low police grant and low council tax precept. We need to try and redress this situation once.

A 9.6 per cent precept increase equates to an increase in the budget of approximately £1M, which would be combined with £1.3M in efficiency savings achieved by the force, to bring about real performance improvements, including the provision for increased police presence in such areas as Prolific and Persistent Offender Management, Rape Investigation, Domestic Abuse and Vulnerable People. The proposed budget of £96.056M is an increase of 5.3% on the 2007/08 budget. 

This debate follows a disappointing report on Bedfordshire Police last year, in which areas of poor performance were highlighted. The Authority is keen to provide the Chief Constable with the resources necessary to bring about improvements.
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