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8th August 2008: Police Performance Shows Improvement 

Key performance measures revealed at Bedfordshire Police Authority's Performance Committee show that Police performance in the County is steadily improving. 

The Committee heard that the robust measures put in place by the Force are showing sustained and sustainable improvements. In the first quarter of this year (April 08 June 08) domestic burglary was 11% lower than the same period in 2007, robbery was 31% down and there was a 25% reduction in the number of vehicle thefts. 

This step change has contributed to a fall in serious acquisitive crime of 17%, improvements credited to the implementation of the Crime Investigation Service Improvement Plan and better management of offenders.

In addition, the number of crimes successfully detected has risen significantly compared with the same period in 2007 and although it was agreed that more work is needed to further increase detections, members were pleased to see that measures to address this critical area of performance were beginning to show results.

Brian Spurr, Chair of the Performance Committee, welcomed the improvements, saying that the position was noticeably improving in many areas. The focus on performance is now really embedded and we are beginning to see the results, he said. 

We are not in any way complacent and we are aware that there is still a lot of work to be done, but we have confidence that the progress we are seeing at the moment is sustainable. 

The Authority is particularly pleased to see the improvements in the areas that really matter to people, such as burglary, robbery and vehicle theft. The number of thefts from a vehicle has also dropped by 16% in comparison to the year before, although we noticed that in June there was a slight increase. We hope that the public will help us reduce this by not leaving valuables in their cars.

These improvements and the successful implementation of the Safer Neighbourhood Teams have also contributed to a rise in public satisfaction, which has risen steadily over the last nine months. Although we know that perception lags behind fact, it's disappointing therefore to see that fear of crime has seen a slight rise. We will be seeking to address this over the coming months.

Gillian Parker, Chief Constable of Bedfordshire Police added: "Crime continues to fall, which is great news for everyone living and working in Bedfordshire. I am pleased to see the improvements the force has made are beginning to pay off and we remain committed to improving the service we give our local communities."
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