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30th October 2008: Long Service Award for Time In Custody 

Ten years in police custody is a long time so Bedfordshire Police Authority honoured Vic Eltringham, one of the Authority's longest serving Independent Custody Visitors, with a special presentation ceremony to mark his commitment to the scheme.

Independent Custody Visitors (ICVs) make unannounced visitors to police custody suites to check the conditions in which a detained person is being held and ensures that people are aware of their rights. The Independent Custody Visitor Scheme is managed by the Police Authority.

Vic has been a custody visitor since early 1998 and in that time has made nearly 120 visits to the cells. Commenting on the role he said: We provide an impartial and independent check that people being held in custody are being looked after in decent conditions and in accordance with their rights. This gives the public confidence in the system.

It is a very positive role and shows that there is a proper system of scrutiny in place. 

Having been an Employment Tribunal Panel member for 26 years and an active member of Neighbourhood Watch for over 10 years, Vic feels that being an active custody visitor has synergy with his other roles and says he finds every visit interesting and different.

Penny Fletcher, Vice-Chair of the Police Authority and the lead member for Custody Visiting said that Vic had made a significant contribution to policing in the County. The Authority places a high value on all our volunteers and Vic has really shown his commitment. This special ceremony was one way in which we could show our appreciation of the work that he has carried out on our behalf.

The Authority will undertake a recruitment campaign in the New Year for Custody Visitors. Anyone interested should contact Pat Brown at Bedfordshire Police Authority for further information and timescales. Tel 01234 842067.
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