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28th February 2008: Youth Projects Fund Presentation Evening

Eight innovative projects designed to help young people received of a total of £18,538 from Bedfordshire Police Authority this week. 

The Police Authority set up a Youth Projects Fund in 2002 purely to help groups and individuals develop and/or sustain projects aimed at keeping young people safe and out of trouble.

Representatives of each group were presented with a cheque and invited to explain what their project aims to achieve and how the funding will help.

Chief Executive of the Police Authority, Stephanie McMenemy, said: So many people work tremendously hard to help young people stay safe and out of trouble, and we are pleased to be able to help them with some funding.

Funding is only awarded to projects aimed at engaging young people and reducing the risk of them becoming involved in crime and we monitor the activity of those who we have helped. 

The next round of funding will shortly be considered so I would urge anyone with a project that needs some help like this to contact us for further information.

The successful schemes that received their cheques were: 


Youth Shelter Project, Slip End - Awarded £1392.81

The aim of the Youth Shelter project is to provide a safe place for young people, aged between 14 and 18, to meet away from areas where their presence may cause intimidation and anti-social behaviour issues. Young people will help to maintain the shelter, and will be encouraged that they are part of the community and that their needs are being addressed.

The money will be used to help fund the purchase of the shelter.


Try this Now Project, Energize, Houghton Regis and Luton - Awarded £4000.00

This is a sport and activity-based social enterprise initiative that aims to develop self-led sports activities throughout the school holidays for young people attending upper schools in Houghton Regis and Luton. The project involves year nine and ten age groups with mentoring provided by year twelve pupils. This funding will support schemes run in schools in Houghton Regis and Luton.


Marsh Farm Amateur Boxing Club, Luton - Awarded £2231.20

Marsh Farm Amateur Boxing Club is promoting taster sessions to encourage as many young people as possible to come to and try boxing as a way of providing a sporting activity in an area of Luton with anti-social behaviour problems. Boxing develops the positive qualities of confidence, discipline and respect in those who participate. Marsh Farm are also developing an Olympics training programme. The grant will be spent on the purchase of gloves and other essential equipment.


Angling 4 Success, Energize - Awarded £400.00
Participants are referred from schools throughout Bedfordshire

The aim of Angling 4 Success project is to inspire and motivate disaffected and excluded young people in Bedfordshire by introducing them to and teaching them the art of angling. These young people will then pass on their skills to their peers through workshops and mentoring. They applied for the funding to pay for the purchase of specialist cold weather gear to allow the project to take place throughout the winter months.




Houghton Royals Basketball Academy, Houghton Regis - Awarded £3925.00

Houghton Royals Basketball Academy is part of the Houghton Regis Extended Schools Partnership which provides a range of [image: image2.png]Bedfordsh-ire
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support and activities for children, young people and parents in Houghton Regis. Young people who attend the Basketball Academy are engaged in a worthwhile, low cost sporting activity every week of the year. The grant will be used for coaching and to support the continuation of the basketball academy.


Friday Night Project @229, Kempston - Awarded £875.18

Project 229 provides a safe environment where young people can go to seek positive advice and direction and socialise with friends. The project aims to help develop life skills and positive learning experiences for young people and reduce anti-social behaviour in the area.
The money will be spent on equipment and activities for the project.


Jubilation Centre February Term Kids Club, Bedford - Awarded £3000.00

This project provides sporting and recreational activities for young people aged 8 18 years in the Cauldwell & Kingsbrook area of Bedford during school holidays. The aim is to engage young people in positive activities and experiences to divert them away from anti-social behaviour and crime. The grant is to be spent on workshops and activities during half-terms.


Meadow Way Youth Club, Leighton Buzzard - Awarded £2713.99

Meadow Way Youth Club offers a safe environment for young people to go, socialise with their peers, try new activities, get advice and have fun. It was set up after consultation with local residents and is situated in an area where anti-social and nuisance behaviour has been reported. The grant will be used to purchase equipment and contribute towards the running costs of the project.

Funding allocations take place twice a year and before funding is awarded each group has to apply and meet the criteria laid down. Statutory and non-statutory organisations can apply for amounts up to £5000.00.

The next round of grants will be allocated in June 2008. Anyone interested in applying should contact Bedfordshire Police Authority, Bridgebury House, Woburn Road, Kempston, Bedford, MK43 9AX, Telephone 01234 842067, Fax 01234 842068, Email: info@bedfordshirepoliceauthority.co.uk
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