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27th March 2008: Response to Announcement by 

Local Government Minister John Healey 

Peter Conniff, Chairman of Bedfordshire Police Authority, said: We confirm that Bedfordshire is among seven police authorities to be designated by the Government in respect of its policing precept.

We now have 21 days to make representations to the Government explaining our rationale. We firmly believe that we have a strong argument for maintaining the proposed precept and will argue our position robustly. The Government will then consider our case before making a decision on whether or not to take further action.

As we have repeatedly said, the Authority has lost approximately £4m per annum since 2006/07 due to changes made by the Government to its funding formula. In a bid to provide the resources necessary to improve policing performance we made the decision to ask local taxpayers to invest in local policing, as a one-off investment. This is in line with our public consultation which confirmed that the majority of those questioned were willing to pay an increase of 11% or more towards policing.
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