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26th June 2008: Communities and Local Government 

In response to the written statement from the Minister for Local Government (Mr. John Healey) Peter Conniff, Chair of Bedfordshire Police Authority, issued the following comment:

We are disappointed that local factors don't appear to have affected the outcome. We are currently considering whether to challenge the Minister's decision as we feel that we put forward a particularly strong business case in support of our original budget and precept.

Regardless of the outcome of this challenge we are grateful that we have not been asked to re-bill which would have been a significant burden on local tax-payers, the majority of whom had made it clear in our consultation that they were prepared to pay an increase of 11% or more towards policing.

I would like to add that we are very grateful to our local District Council partners who have been very supportive throughout the process and know that they will be as pleased as we are that we do not have to re-bill.
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