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25th April 2008: Authority Unveils 3 Year Plan for Improvement 

Bedfordshire Police Authority, which oversees local policing on behalf of the community, has unveiled its Three Year Strategic Plan, designed to act as a 'blueprint' for improved police service delivery.

The plan illustrates how Bedfordshire Police Force will meet both national priorities and those highlighted by the public in the Authority's widespread consultation. This means that the Authority has asked the force to remain firmly focused on the delivery of:

A visible police service in local communities
An efficient response to calls for assistance
An effective strategy to tackle volume crime such as burglary, robbery and vehicle crime
A robust approach to protecting people from violent crime, terrorism and crime.

This means that communities will know their Safer Neighbourhood Teams and how to contact them; calls for assistance will be better handled; more offenders will be brought to justice and less crime will be committed. Vulnerable people, such as those at risk of domestic abuse and younger and older people, will be better protected and major crime and critical incidents will be tackled more effectively.

Peter Conniff, Chair of the Authority, said: This three year strategy has been developed in consultation with the Force, following last year's disappointing report from Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary. We said at the time that we would do everything we could to support the Force in its endeavours to improve performance and ensure that the service provided meets the needs of local people.

The challenges that face Bedfordshire Police are not insignificant, but the progress that is being made is impressive. The Safer Neighbourhood Teams are now in place and working with local communities to reduce crime and disorder, detections are going in the right direction and a number of initiatives have been introduced to reduce crime.

Full copies of both the Three Year Strategic Plan and the Annual Policing Plan are available on the Authority's website, www.bedfordshirepoliceauthority.co.uk.

The aim is to make Bedfordshire a place where people are safer, where they feel safer, more satisfied with the local police service and more confident.


Media Enquiries: Sallie Blair, Better Times 01283 821012
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