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22nd September 2008: Six Youth Projects Receive Funding From Police Authority 

A variety of local youth projects will be awarded funds by Bedfordshire Police Authority at a special presentation on 30th September 2008.

Martin Pantling, Chair of the Authority's Youth Issues Group, will host the evening. He explained: The projects we support all provide diversionary activities designed to keep young people occupied, safe and out of trouble. Over the years we have supported a wide variety of different projects, but all of them aim to engage young people and reduce the risk of them becoming involved in crime or anti-social behaviour, or from becoming victims of crime.

I'm pleased that we have been able to help a further six groups, all of whom have planned their activities following consultation with young people

The six schemes supported by the Authority's latest round of funding are:

Boxing Club Start Up Project Heath and Reach
Awarded £4205.00

Consultation with young people in Heath and Reach resulted in them requesting indoor sports activities, particularly a boxing club. The club will offer young people an opportunity to participate in a disciplined and rewarding activity and aims to address problems and complaints regarding anti-social behaviour and vandalism in the village. 

Crescent Summer School Project - Luton
Awarded £1300.00

This summer project ran in the Dallow and Biscot areas of Luton and offered 300 local young people the opportunity to engage in positive educational and recreational activities over the school holidays. This area of Luton has a high crime and anti-social behaviour rate and is recognised as a deprived area. Courses included drug awareness, first aid training, sports activities, art and craft, food hygiene, health and safety and career advice. 

Kids Boxercise Club Bedford
Awarded £1470.00

This is a project to set up a boxing and exercise club for young people in Cauldwell and Kingsbrook areas of Bedford. Boxercise is a no-contact activity where the focus is on respect, discipline, positive well-being, confidence building and 'being the best you can'. Cauldwell and Kingsbrook are recognised as being disadvantaged areas with high crime rates. The project aims to help reduce criminal and nuisance behaviour in the area.

Mitalee Youth Association Summer School Project Luton
Awarded £2760.00

This project runs for six weeks through the summer holidays and addresses issues of boredom, crime and anti-social behaviour for 300 young people in the local area by engaging them in positive educational and recreational activities. The project offers young people volunteering and training opportunities, including first aid, drug and alcohol awareness, healthy eating, sports and craft activities and promotes active citizenship.

Farley Amateur Boxing Club - Luton
Awarded £740.00

Farley Boxing Club has been run for over ten years by volunteers to provide a sporting activity venue for young people to attend three nights a week to divert them off the streets and away from criminal and anti-social behaviour. The founder says that the boxing club helped him to keep out of trouble when he was young, and he wanted to do the same for the Farley Hill community. 

Safety Box Luton SDA Luton
Awarded £2750.00

This project was set up to tackle the increase in knife and gun crime among young people through a series of workshops which ran over the summer holidays. Young people aged 11 21 took part and the objectives were to introduce conflict resolution, to explore self-esteem issues and ambition, to understand the terrifying consequences of gun and knife crime and
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to promote personal safety without the need to carry weapons.

The presentation will take place at Bridgebury House, Woburn Road, Kempston at 6.30pm prompt. Members of the press are invited to attend the evening. There will be opportunities for both photographs and interviews.

Applications for the next round of Youth Project funding are now invited. Please contact: Bedfordshire Police Authority. Bridgebury House, Woburn Road, Kempston. MK43 9AX. Tel: 01234 842067. Email: pat.brown@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
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