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18th December 2008: Police Authority Welcomes Government Decision

Peter Conniff, Chair of Bedfordshire Police Authority, has welcomed Home Secretary Jacqui Smith's announcement that she is dropping plans for directly elected representatives on police authorities, which were due to be published in the forthcoming Policing and Crime Bill.

He said: This is very good news indeed. The Authority voiced its concerns over the proposals in its response to the Green Paper and our views were shared by both local and national organisations, including the Local Government Association and the Association of Police Authorities. We are grateful that the Government has listened to the mounting levels of concern and acted accordingly.

There was a real danger that, if the proposal had gone ahead, policing would have become heavily politicised and that would have been extremely damaging for public confidence in the police service. 

We have always felt that the current, balanced, composition of police authorities provides an impartial viewpoint and we now look forward to strengthening our links with our local communities to improve local accountability and confidence.

Bedfordshire Police Authority has seventeen members, eight independent members of the public and nine locally elected councillors. Its primary responsibility is to ensure the provision of an efficient and effective police service for Bedfordshire. It is independent of the Police Force, acting as the local 'watchdog' and critical friend. In the last year it has driven a significant programme of performance improvements for the benefit of local taxpayers.
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