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16th September 2008: Police Authority Welcomes HMIC Report 

Bedfordshire Police Authority has welcomed a report, published today (16th September) by Her Majesty's Inspector of Constabulary's (HMIC), regarding Bedfordshire Police's performance in relation to Neighbourhood Policing and Citizen Focus. 

In both cases, Bedfordshire Police was assessed as 'Meeting the Standard', the grading system recently introduced by HMIC, whereby forces are assessed as exceeding, meeting or failing to meet, the standard. This follows the publication of a report published earlier in the year on Major Crime, when Bedfordshire again met the required standard.

Peter Conniff, Chair of the Police Authority, was keen to emphasise that the report recognised the significant improvements that have been made since HMIC inspected Bedfordshire Police in 2007. 

HMI's findings are a credit to the whole force and illustrate the highly effective work that has been undertaken by both the force and the Police Authority to address areas identified last year as needing improvement, he said. We said at the time that work was already well underway and this report illustrates how far we have come.

The Authority is pleased to see that the extra resources that it agreed earlier this year, including the appointment of a second Assistant Chief Constable, are delivering such tangible results. 

Obviously we are not complacent and we know that sustaining this progress is vital to public satisfaction. However, we were particularly pleased to see that Bedfordshire compared favourably to its most similar forces in terms of people thinking the police do 'a good or excellent job' and that they are dealing with anti-social behaviour.

In terms of Citizen Focus which covers taking the needs and priorities of communities into account to shape police service delivery HMI found that the force understands the needs of its communities, and takes their views into account. This is a high priority for the Authority and should reassure people that they really can make a difference to the way their police service is delivered.

The Authority will continue to scrutinise force performance to ensure that continuous improvement is seen over the coming months, building on the findings from this very rewarding report.

Chief Constable, Gillian Parker, added: "We are pleased HMIC has recognised all the hard work that has gone into improving our performance so that we meet the standard for major crime, neighbourhood and citizen focused policing. 

This, coupled with the decreasing crime across Bedfordshire, means we are providing the people of Bedfordshire with an improving service and helping to make the county an even safer place to live."
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