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15th February 2008: Police Authority Gives Go-ahead for 24 Additional Officers 

Bedfordshire Police Authority has today (15th February, 2008) agreed a budget that allows for an additional 24 police officers, taking the total to 1,274, the highest number in Bedfordshire's history.

Having carefully considered funding pressures and the key priorities, the Authority approved a one-off investment into the Force and set a budget of £96.056M for 2008-2009, a 5.3% increase on the 2007/08 budget of £91.229M. Members were also pleased to note that efficiency savings of over £1M had been achieved.

The council tax precept has been set at £27.494M (29% of the total figure) with the remainder coming from the Government. 

This means that in the coming year a householder living in a Band D (the average) property will pay £135.28 towards policing, around 37pence per day. This represents an increase of 23p per week or 9.6% over last year's precept of £123.43 for a similar property.

The budget shows that an additional £1.010M, which includes £1.3M in efficiency savings, will be invested in performance improvements including increases to the police establishment. This increase in officers will mean an increased police presence in activities such as Prolific and Persistent Offender Management; Rape Investigation; Domestic Abuse and Vulnerable People. 

Peter Conniff, Chair of the Police Authority, said that he felt the decision to ask local tax payers to invest in their local police service was justified. Our consultation established that the majority* of those questioned were willing to pay an increase of 11% or more towards policing.

He added: The Authority has lost approximately £4m per annum since 2006/07 due to changes made by the Government to its funding formula. This year the Authority is seeking to redress the balance to give the Chief Constable additional resources to bring about performance improvements. 

Cutting crime and keeping people safe costs money. This budget will provide the Chief Constable with more resources, more officers and an increased capability. 

During the meeting, the Chief Constable, Mrs Gillian Parker, highlighted the need for additional resources and her plans for those resources. The Authority fully supported these proposals.

Mr Conniff concluded, saying that the level of council tax precept was still significantly lower than in other shire counties, adding: This budget is an investment for policing Bedfordshire in the future, where people will be safe and will feel safe.
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