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14th August 2008: Neighbourhood Management is the Way Forward 
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Colleen Atkins, MBE, Chair of Bedfordshire Police Authority's Community Engagement Committee, has successfully completed a training course in Neighbourhood Management run by The University of Bedfordshire.

The course is designed to unite Local Government bodies, the Police and Community Action Groups to help them better tackle community issues such as crime and anti-social behaviour in partnership rather than individuals.

Mrs Atkins is also the Authority's Lead Member for Neighbourhood Policing. Having completed the course she said: It's important that people understand that neighbourhood management is the responsibility of us all and not just one organisation. 

The course helps key agencies to learn together and develop new skills relevant to their day-to-day work, whether that is frontline services or at a strategic level. I will certainly be able to use this extra knowledge for the benefit of local people.

I felt that the course was particularly worthwhile as it provided an excellent opportunity to meet and develop new skills alongside a range of people who can influence improvements within communities. 

Peter Conniff, Chair of the Police Authority, congratulated Ms Atkins on her achievement, saying: We are all working hard to improve the quality of life in communities, to make the safe and to ensure that people feel safe. Colleen's training will help us work together to achieve this.
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