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1st October 2008: Riots at Yarl's Wood Detention Centre in 2002 

The Judgement has been handed down from the High Court following the trial that took place on 24 and 25 June 2008 to consider a number of issues in relation to the claim made by Group 4 and their insurers (Yarl's Wood Immigration Ltd., GSL Ltd. and Creechurch Dedicated Ltd) under the Riot Damages Act 1886. 

The Judge has decided that Group 4 and their insurers are not entitled to receive compensation from Bedfordshire Police Authority for the damages resulting from the disturbance at the Yarl's Wood Detention Centre on 14 and 15 February 2002. 

This means that the Judge has ruled that the Riot Damages Act 1886 was not intended to apply to this situation and that the owners and operators of the Centre had a public duty themselves to maintain law and order. 

Peter Conniff, Chair of Bedfordshire Police Authority, welcomed the Court's decision, saying that this was very good news for the Police Authority and Bedfordshire Police Force. This has been a long and hard fought legal battle, which has now gone on for over six years. From the outset, the Authority believed that the claim was misconceived, because of the nature of the Centre and the circumstances of the incident." he said. A great many people have worked incredibly hard on our behalf on this case and they deserve our thanks.

I'm delighted that the Judge has ruled that the Authority is not liable to pay compensation under the Riot Damages Act 1886. This means that we have now been successful in two important aspects of the case.

The Judge granted the claimants (Group 4 and their insurers) leave to appeal to the Court of Appeal.
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