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1st February 2008: Log On To Have Your Say On Policing Budget 

Bedfordshire Police Authority is asking local businesses to log on to its website to give their views on the policing budget for the year 2008-2009. The Authority has put up an online survey to find out how much extra people are prepared to pay towards policing and to help prioritise preferred areas of expenditure.

The Authority is due to make its final decision on the budget and therefore the amount of council tax paid towards policing at its meeting on February 15th. The opinions of those responding to the survey will be taken into account.

Although the survey is primarily aimed at businesses as the Authority is obliged to consult local businesses on its budget, private individuals are also being requested to complete it to obtain the widest possible range of views.

Peter Conniff, Chair of the Police Authority, said: Our priority is to ensure that the Chief Constable has the resources needed to police Bedfordshire and Luton effectively. In 2005 the funding formula took £4.27m out of our budget and we have to find a way of plugging that gap. 

Therefore we are very interested to know what local tax payers would be willing to pay towards policing. The total amount of council tax paid towards policing by a band d property holder in the current financial year is £123.43 and we are currently considering a variety of options available to us.

The Police Authority website can be found at www.bedfordshirepoliceauthority.co.uk
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