Force Restructuring – Update, 14th July 2006-
The Home Secretary formally withdrew the Notice of Amalgamation on July 13th, 2006, having announced that he does not intend to proceed with enforced police force mergers on June 19th.

Chairman of Bedfordshire Police Authority, Peter Conniff, said:  “This is a very welcome development and gives us the opportunity to consider other ways in which we can improve performance and ‘close the gap’, particularly with regard to serious and organised crime.

“In addition, the tremendous amount of productive work undertaken since last September will still provide many positive outcomes for policing in Bedfordshire, not least the ways in which we will continue to co-operate and collaborate with our neighbouring forces and other agencies, which will bear us in very good stead for the future.

“Despite this change to our plans for the future we will also focus our attentions on the continuing roll out of neighbouring policing teams across the county and Luton, which will heighten police visibility, increase public reassurance and help make communities safer.

“The Authority will now reconsider our use of all the resources available to us in order to see that the recent improvements in performance are sustained and improved still further.  

“Finally, I would like to thank all those who have worked so hard on the proposals and those members of the public who have taken the opportunity to express their views.”   

