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STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Bridgebury House, Woburn Road, Kempston, Bedford MK43 9AX

For further information, or to see the papers, please contact the Police Authority:

= CALL Janet Wardell on (01234) 842066

IN PERSON, (by appointment) 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday

Bridgebury House has facilities for disabled people.

Web-site:-  www bedfordshirepoliceauthority.org

Email:- police.authority@bedfordshire.police.uk

To: Members of the Standards Committee

(Members of the Authority - Mr P Conniff, Mr P Hollick, Mrs R Gutteridge
and Mr R Saleem)

Lay Members - Mr G Billett, Mr ¥ Jones and Mrs K Johnson (Chair)

A meeting of the STANDARDS COMMITTEE will be held at Bridgebury House, Woburn
Road, Kempston on Wednesday 19 March 2008 at 10.00am, the agenda for which is set out

overleaf

JOHN ATKINSON
Clerk to the Police Authority

Agenda: 19308
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AGENDA

(*indicates that a supporting document accompanies this Agenda)

1. Minutes

To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 10 July 2007
2, Matters Arising
3. Declarations of Interest

To receive any personal or prejudicial interests from Members

4 The Code Uncovered— Training DVD issued by the Standards Board for
England
To view the Training DVD

5. Local Assessments

Report* of the Clerk

6. Review of the Members Allowance Scheme

Oral Report of the Clerk

Agenda: 19308
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Standards Committee
10 July 2007

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

10 July 2007
PRESENT

Mrs K Johnson (In the Chair)

Mr P Conniff Mrs E Collins, Mrs R Gutteridge and Mr P Hollick
Mrs L Hockey also attended the meeting

An apology for absence was received from Mr G Billett.

CHAIRPERSON

It was noted that the Authority had appointed Mrs Kathy Johnson as Chair of
the Committee until the Annual Meeting of the Authority in 2008.

MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 8 March 2007 were confirmed

MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of personal or prejudicial interests from Members

ADOPTION OF THE NEW CODE OF CONDUCT

The Clerk reported that following the consultation process on the proposed
revisions to the Code of Conduct the Secretary of State for Communities and
Local Government made the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order
2007 on 2™ April 2007. This Order contained the new Model Code, which was
appended to his report, and came into Force on 3 May 2007

Members attention was drawn to the main changes which had been made to
the code and these were as follows:

¢ There was no longer a separate code of conduct to cover Police Authorities.
One composite code now covered all Members and co opted Members of
local authorities. Therefore there were some parts of the Code that were not
applicable to Police Authority Members.

» As before, the Code would continue to apply when a member was acting in
an official capacity. However, the new Code would also apply to members’
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10 July 2007

conduct in their private capacity where such conduct had resulted in a
criminal conviction.

e The positive obligation to treat others with respect remained. Instead of
being required to promote equality as under the existing Code, the new
Code requires members not to do anything that may cause the authority to
breach any of the equality enactment’'s. A new requirement not to bully any
person had been added.

e The provisions regarding confidentiality had been changed to allow
disclosure of confidential information if it was reasonable and in the public
interest to do so, and if disclosure is made in good faith and in compliance
with the reasonable requirements of the authority.

o There was a new obligation on members to have regard to the Code of
Recommended Practice on Local Authority Publicity but this was not a
Mandatory obligation for Police Authorities.

¢ There was no longer any specific requirement in the code obliging members
to report any breaches of the Code to the Standards Board.

¢ Gifts and hospitality worth £25 or more received in connection with official
duties, as a member must be registered in the Register of interests together
with the source of the gift or hospitality within 28 days of receipt.

o Members with a prejudicial interest in a matter could now speak, but not
vote, at a public meeting. Members were required to withdraw from the
meeting after making such representations. This was not a mandatory
provision for Police Authorities.

e The Code had changed the disclosure of personal interests to include
members of the family or close associate rather than ‘relative of friend’

The Standards Board for England had issued general Guidance on the Code, a
copy of which had been circulated to the Committee. The guidance
recommended that the new Code should be adopted in its model form without
amendment. It also recommended that authorities include a preamble to the
Code which outlined the ten general principles of public life. These principles
defined the standards that Members should uphold and served as a reminder of
the purpose of the Code of Conduct.

In addition to this and as a result of the changes to the Code changes were
reguired to be made to the Register of Members Interests declaration form. A
model form which members would need complete together with guidance on
how to fill in the form were also appended to the report.

The Committee raised no specific concerns about the new code and generally
considered that it was an improvement upon the last code. Members accepted







