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STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Bridgebury House, Woburn Road, Kempston, Bedford MK43 9AX

For further information, or to see the papers, please contact the Police Authority:

CALL Janet Wardell on (01234) 842066

iN PERSON, (by appointment) Sam to 5pm, Monday to Friday
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Bridgebury House has facilities for disabled people.

Web-site:-  www.bedfordshirepoliceauthority.org

Email:- police.authority@bedfordshire.police.uk

To:  Members of the Standards Committee

(Members of the Authority - Mr P Conniff, Mr P Hollick Mrs R Gutteridge
and Mr R Saleem)

Independent Members - Mr G Billett, Mrs E Collins and Mrs K Johnson )

A meeting of the STANDARDS COMMITTEE will be held at Bridgebury House, Woburn
Road, Kempston on Tuesday 10 July 2007 at 10.00am, the agenda for which is set out
overleaf.

JANET WARDELL
Member Support Services Manager
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AGENDA

(*indicates that a supporting document accompanies this Agenda)

1 Election of Chairman

To note that the Police Authority on 23 May 2007 nominated Mrs Kathy Johnson to
be the Chair of the Committee until the Annual meeting of the Authority in May
2008

2 Minutes

To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 8 March 2007

3. Matters Arising

4, Declarations of Interest

To receive any personal or prejudicial interests from Members

S. New Code of Conduct
Report* of the Clerk
6. Ethical Governance Arrangements

Report* of the Clerk

Agenda: 10707
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Standards Committee
8 March 2007

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

8 March 2007

PRESENT
Mrs K Johnson (In the Chair)
Mr G Billett, Mr P Conniff, Mr M Dolling Mrs E Collins, ,

Apologies for absence were received from Mrs R Gutteridge and Mr P Hollick

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 31 October 2006 were confirmed

MATTERS ARISING

06/st/10 Police Restructure

The Chair of the Authority reported that since the last meeting of the
Committee the Home Office had upheld its decision to only reimburse the
Police Authority £23,430 for the costs associated with the failed police force
merger proposals. The Authority's original claim had been for £103,720. The
level of the claim represented the additional costs incurred in preparing for the
merger (mainly consultancy, honorarium payments to staff and mileage costs)
and excludes opportunity costs

He also updated the Committee on the exploration of collaboration

opportunities with the other forces within the Eastern region and with the
Thames Valley Police Force.

06/st/15 Complaint

The Chair of the Authority reported that since the last meeting the complainant
had still made no further contact with either the Clerk or Hertfordshire Police
Authority to pursue the Appeal.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Mr P Conniff and Mr Dolling declared a personal interest in the item relating to
the Review of the Members Allowance Scheme.

CONSULTATION ON THE NEW CODE OF CONDUCT

The Committee considered a consultation paper from the Association of Police
Authorities on the proposed changes to the code of conduct, which follows
recommendations made by the Standards Board for England and an earlier
consultation in December 2005.



Standards Committee
8 March 2007

The changes proposed would be made through a statutory instrument issued
under the Local Government Act 2000. This would amend the current codes
issued in 2001 , but some proposals , such as making Member's personal as
well as professional conduct subject to the code would be introduced through
the Local government Bill that was currently before parliament

Key proposed changes to the code included

» Amalgamating the four separate codes currently applicable for local
authorities,parish Councils, police authorities and the national parks and
broads authorities into a single code of conduct

* Making aspects of the personal conduct subject to the code , the proposal
being that this should only relate to criminal conduct

» Changing some of the rules around defining and declaring personal or
prejudicial interests.

» Preventing members sitting on Overview and Scrutiny Committee from
scutininising decisions they were involved in making.

In addition to the general questions set in the consuitation paper the APA set
out a series of questions which were specifically aimed at Police Authorities.

The Committee raised no major areas of concern about the proposed changes
to the code but commented that the current proposal to limit personal conduct
matters to those activities that had been found unlawful by the courts was too
restrictive and more flexibility was required in the code for Standards
Committees to consider other types of personal conduct. in addition to this the
Committee endorsed the retention of the current level of £25 for dectaring glfts
and hospitality.

RESOLVED

That the Committee’s views and comments detailed above be forwarded to the
Association of Police Authorities for consideration in a corporate response to
the Department of Communities and local Government.

07/st/5 REVIEW OF THE MEMBERS ALLOWANCE SCHEME

The Committee reviewed the current Members Allowance Scheme which had
been adopted by the Authority on 16 February 2007.

RESOLVED

That no changes to the Members Allowance Scheme be put forward for
inclusion in the Annual Review later in the year.







